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Blanco students show 
each other what kind of 
strength might be neces-
sary to release the lead 
rope on a horse, part of 
Horse Handling Safety.  
About 150 students were 
in attendance at the 
Blanco Farm Safety Day 
in April. 

Fifth graders from Junc-
tion/Mason (left), Blanco 
and Llano learned about 
farm safety this spring.  
Classes were presented on 
electrical, chemical, seat-
belt, firearms, water, ATV, 
fire, lawnmower and trac-
tor safety.  This was the 
first ever Farm Safety Day 
for Kimble/Mason counties 
and will be held in Mason 
next year. 
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    Hill Country RC&D Board 
members and staff attended the 
2007 Joint Conference of Texas 
Association of RC&D Councils 
and the Texas Mexico Board Coa-
lition in Eagle Pass, Texas, in 
April.  This year’s theme was 
“Managing Rural Risks Through 
Partnerships.”    

    Various presentations were 
given on Emergency Manage-
ment, Texas Wind Energy, Small 
Business Development in the 
Middle Rio Grande Area and sev-
eral presentations on Border Se-
curity and History, Cargo Inspec-
tion and USDA Border Activities.  
Special break-out sessions on ad-
ministrative topics  were also pre-
sented+����
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Katy Murrah, District Technician for the Pedernales SWCD, is our newest Board 
member.  She has worked for the District about a year and lives in Blanco.   She was 
an elementary school teacher for 5 years in Johnson City.  Welcome, Katy! 
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Blanco Prescr ibed Burning Association Awarded $500 Matching Grant 
A $500 grant was recently awarded to the Blanco Prescribed Burning Association.  The grant will be used to 
purchase equipment in order to conduct training and promote membership.  A hands-on field day was held in 
May to view the positive after effects of one of their winter burns and educate landowners about the benefits of 
this important land management tool.  The money will also be used to purchase  hand-held radios, fire weather 
kits, drip torches, backpack sprayers, flappers and rakes for winter burns in 2008. 
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Hill Country RC&D, Burnet County Extension Service and NRCS are sponsoring a Small Landowners Work-
shop on Water Resources on Thursday, September 13 in Burnet County.  Topics to be discussed are:  Suitable 
Sites & Soils for Ponds; What Could be Growing in your Pond; Rainwater Catchment Systems.  For specific 
time and location, call Wade Hibler, County Extension Agent at 512-756-5463 or Hill Country RC&D at 325-
347-5005. 

�

Josh Bauman, Soil Conservationist for Burnet 
and Lampasas Counties, discusses grasses at 
recent New Landowner Workshop in Burnet.  
The workshop, Grasses 101, had about 30 peo-
ple in attendance.   
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Hill Country RC&D will co-sponsor a Beef Cattle Field Day on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at the River 
of Life Church Fellowship Hall in Mason.  Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. and the program will conclude 
immediately following a no-cost barbecue lunch at noon..  The event is sponsored by the Mason County Soil & 
Water Conservation District and the Mason County Extension Agent’s Office.  Topics include: 

·         Grazing:  The Social Dilemma                                       - Mark Moseley, NRCS Rangeland Manage-
                                                                                                  ment Specialist, San Antonio, GLCI (Grazing 
                                                                                                  Lands Conservation Initiative) 

·         Cowculator Program                                                       - Rick Machen, Assoc. Professor & Extension 
                                                                                                  Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M Research & 
                                                                                                  Extension Center, Uvalde 

·         Building Flexibility into a Cow Calf Operation             - Ron Gill, Professor & Extension Live-    
                                                                                                  stock Specialist, Texas A&M at Stephenville 

·         Managing Internal Parasites:  Sheep, Goats, Cattle        - Rick Machen  

                                                                                                      - Frank Craddock, Professor & Extension  
                                                                                                        Sheep & Goat Specialist, Texas A&M, San 
                                                                                                        Angelo 

·         Range Demonstration Report                                         - Brent Drennan, Mason County, TCE 

For more information and to register, please call 325-347-5749, ext. 3…No later  than September  19, 2007.                                                         
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