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John H. Smith was keynote 
speaker at the Annual Meeting in 
February.  He spoke about “The 
Many Uses of Rainwater.”  Claude 
Ross, State Program Manager, 
gave an update from the State 
NRCS office, and Elisha Kuehn, 
Asst. State Conservationist, San 
Angelo Field Office, gave an up-
date on Zone 2. 

Newly elected officers to the Board 
are:  Grady Gibson, Chairman, 
Burnet County; Travis Herring, 
Vice-Chairman, Lampasas County; 
and Katy Murrah, Secretary-
Treasurer, Blanco County.��

John Smith, left, is greeted by Grady 
Gibson, newly elected Board Chairman. 
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C.K. Stevenson, Outgoing Chairman of Hill Country 
RC&D, presents a $500 check to Chris Pappas, 
San Saba SWCD.  The grant was used for their 
Farm Safety Day in October 2007.  The Farm 
Safety Day is designed to teach 5th graders 
farm/ranch safety practices. 
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The Texas Association of RC&D Area’s Annual Conference is scheduled for April 20-22, 2008, in Abilene at 
the MCM Elegante Suites.  This year’s theme is “Ride the Wind into the New Frontier.”  Don Gohmert, State 
Conservationist for the NRCS, Texas; and Marva Beck, President of the Texas Association of RC&D Areas, 
are scheduled to speak during the Monday morning opening session.   

Concurrent sessions will feature speakers on topics such as Firewise (community wildfire protection plan-
ning), hospitality training for small town vendors, certified retirement communities, and carbon credits for ag-
riculture.  Following the concurrent sessions, the Sweetwater Jaycees will conduct a live rattlesnake han-
dling demonstration.  Following the State Association’s business meeting will be a tour of the world’s largest 
wind park, Horse Hollow.  Early registration ends March 15.  If you would like to register or need more in-
formation, please call our office at 325-347-5005. 

Hill Country RC&D Area, Inc. is currently taking applications for the 2008 Matching Grant Program.  Appli-
cations must meet at least one of the following the criteria: Community Growth & Development; Education 
& Technology; Natural Resources; and/or Economic Development.  Applications for the Spring selection 
must be received in the Hill Country RC&D office by the close of business (or postmarked) on April 30, 
2008.  Applications for the Fall selection must be received by September 5, 2008.  The 2008 Spring selec-
tion grants will be awarded in May.  The Fall selection will be awarded in October.  To request an applica-
tion packet, call our office at 325-347-5005 or e-mail us at hillcountryrcd8@hotmail.com.  Also, you may 
download an application from our website:  http://www.hillcountryrcd.org 
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Hill Country RC&D Area, Inc. welcomes Marcia Dyer to the Board as our newest 
member representing San Saba County.  Marcia is a Texas A&M graduate, along 
with her husband, Steve, and son, Trey.  She was a travel agent in Abilene for 18 
years and owned an agency.  She is currently the Republican County Chair for 
San Saba County, served on the San Saba EDC Board, coordinated the local 
food pantry and served on the Board of Rylander Library.  She looks forward to 
meeting all the other council members and becoming involved in the organization.  
Welcome, Marcia! 
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When:  First three Tuesdays in May:  May 6, 13, & 20, 2008 

Where:  Lampasas County Office Building, Conference Room (409 S. Pecan St.) 

TOPICS: 

Brush and Weed Management, May 6, 2008. Dr. Alan McGinty, Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
Range Specialist, will be on hand to discuss the “do-it-yourself” approach to brush control.  He will address 
methodology, brush and weed species to target, equipment, new herbicides, and why brush and weed  con-
trol are critical on rangelands.  2 CEUs (1 IPM, 1 Laws & Regs) will be given for those individuals with a pes-
ticide license. 

Stock Pond and Surface Water Management, May 13, 2008.  Dr. Phil Masser, Texas AgriLife Exten-
sion Wildlife & Fisheries Specialist, will be giving an educational program on managing all aspects of a stock 
pond.  This will include biology, weed identification and management strategies, stocking rates and fish man-
agement.  Species discussed will include catfish, bass, crappie, bluegill, sunfish and grass carp.  2 CEUs (1 
IPM, 1 General) will be given for those individuals with a pesticide license. 

Grass & Weed 101, May 20, 2008.  Members of your local NRCS and Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
will be hosting a program educating landowners on the identification of native grasses and weeds commonly 
found across Lampasas County.  The pros and cons of many species will be discussed, as well as their po-
tential uses in forage systems for livestock and wildlife.  The control of many invasive and undesirable spe-
cies will also be highlighted.  2 CEUs (2 General) will be given for those individuals with a pesticide license. 

THERE IS NO CHARGE TO ATTEND ANY OR ALL OF THE MEETINGS.  Please contact the Extension 
office in Lampasas (512) 556-8271 with any questions. 
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Spring is filled with Farm Safety Days… Sponsors include Hill Country RC&D, Progressive Farmer, 
LCRA, NRCS & SWCD.  These very important events teach 5th graders about Fire, Water, Seat 
Belt, Tractor, Lawnmower, ATV, Food, Electrical Safety, and whenever possible, students are given 
the opportunity to see a DPS Search & Rescue or Air Evac helicopter landing!  The Mason/Junction 
Farm Safety Day will be held this year in Mason.  
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